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Bats

Of the UK's eighteen resident species of bat, at least eight species are known to
use churches as roosting sites and, as other roosting sites such as old buildings
decline, churches form an increasingly important refuge. There are rarely ‘bats in
the beifry’ but they often live in the nave or porch or occasionally under roof tiles
and lead-covered boarding, They are most active from spring to autumn but may
hibernate in unheated parts of a church dunng the harsh winter months

Bat droppings can cause problems by comroding brasses and woodwork,
especially when large numbers of bats are using the roost, but there are often
solutions to be found. However, it Is against the law to kill or disturb bats

and their roost sites are also protected, even when the bats are not present,

so expert advice should always be sought before interfering with a known
roosting site or making changes to lighting near roost entrances. If buildings or
maintenance works are planned, you are advised to seek advice well in advance
of the start of the works

Trees

Some of the most ancient trees in the
country grow in churchyards, including yews
that can be over 1000 years old and often
pre-date the church. It is important to protect
them, as not only are they a living history
but they also provide food and shelter for
many species of birds, insects and bats.
Veteran trees will require regular inspection
and management. Planting of new trees can
increase the importance of a churchyard for
wildlife but should be done to a careful plan,
to avoid shading out wildflowers, lichens on
gravestones and future damage from roots if
placed too close to buildings. Plant frees that |
are native to Bntain wherever possible, as
these will have more value to wildlife

Yow tree in Wye churchyard © C Backbum

Hedges

Hedges around the churchyard can provide vital nesting sites and their flowers,
seeds and bernes are food sources for birds, small mammals and insects. Any
trimming should be done in late winter to avoid disturbance to nesting birds. Wild
flowers such as violets and primroses often grow at the base of the hedge and
longer vegetation at the hedge bottom provides shelter for mammals such as
hedgehogs, and also for frogs and toads.
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Involving people

Choosing to manage an area of a churchyard for wildiife is not a defauit

option, it requires a careful balance between what is good for wildlife and the
expectations of the local community. The chances are that there is already a
working party or a number of people who would be interested in becoming more
involved. Some basic points need to be considered to successfully enhance the
site for wildlife and keep everyone enthusiastic:

* make a list of what is already
being done, by whom and what may
have been tried in the past (e.g.
some churchyards may have been
grazed), ensure you consult with all
relevant parties so as to get themon
board at the earliest opportunity.

« carry out an initial wildiife survey to
see what is already present on site,
ask for help from local naturalists

if you can. You may want to do
several sessions spread out across
the seasons.

Cherishing Churchyards event, St Peter and St Pauls
church, Tonbridge © KWT

* produce a short management pian, with a map of the site, showing which
areas you would like to see managed, how and at what time of year. This is
your starting point: be prepared to adjust the management plan since projects
such as grass cutting regimes may need altering and you may wish to include
new ideas

* consider entenng the Kent God's Acre Project benchmark scheme or Kent
Wildlife Trust's Wild about Gardens Award (Churchyard category) as this can
provide a good focus.

» think about budgets, machinery, volunteer input, contractor costs, heaith and
safety considerations, practicalities (scything around multiple kerbstones is not
generally feasible, nor is asking a contractor to cut ten areas each to a different
prescnption) and disposal of arisings such as grass or tree cuttings.

* bear in mind the sensitivities of the local community: it is imporiant that
areas with recent graves are mown regularly, as are the paths and other
areas most regularly used by the congregation,

* let people know what you are doing by involving people wherever you can
(1.e. using willing volunteers), providing interpretation boards or leaflets, writing
articles for the parish magazine, giving talks to local community groups,
organising annual events and encouraging the use of the site by local schools
and scout and brownie clubs.
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About Kent Wildlife Trust

Founded in 1958, Kent Wildlife Trust is the leading conservation charity in Kent
and Medway. The Trust has five visitor centres and over 60 nature reserves and
manages well over 3,000 hectares of land for wildlife. It is an independent charity
and receives no government funding. It is a membership organisation with over
30,000 members and relies on membership, donations and grant funding to
enable it to carry out its wital work to conserve Kent's natural heritage.

The Trust is a member of The Wildlife Trusts, a network of 47 independent
Wildlife Trusts, the fastest growing environmental movement in the UK,

For further information and advice about churchyards, please call 01622 662012
or email info@kentwildlife_org.uk. Alematively, visit the Wildlife Advice pages on
our webpages at www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/wildlife-advice.

The Kent God’s Acre Project (KGAP)

KGAP was set up in 2009 and is administered by the Diocese

of Canterbury. It is a partnership project between a number

of conservation organisations, including the Kent Bat Group,

Kent Mammal Group, Kent Reptile and Amphibian Group, The
Conservation Volunteers, the Countryside Partnerships, the British
Lichen Society, the Diocese of Canterbury and Kent Wildlife Trust,

For further information about the KGAP project and benchmark scheme,
please call 01227 459401, email cpinchbeck@diocant.org or write to the
Revd, Canon Caroline Pinchbeck, Communities and Partnership Director,
Diocesan House, Lady Woottons Green, Canterbury CT1 1NQ.

Main illustration by Victoria Wainwright www victonawainwright com. Text kindly
provided by Mike Easterbrook.

This leaflet is generously supported by Arcadia and Southem Gas Networks,

(zas Networks

Head Office: Kent Wikilde Trust. Tyland Sarn, Sandling, Maldstone, Kent ME 14 38D
Tel 01622 662012 Fax: 01622 671350 www. keatwildifetrust org uk indfo@kentwildlife org.uk.
Registered Charity No. 235892 A company limited by guarantee No. 633063,

FundRaisin
A b VAT Registration No. 974 8423 78

Staroaes Board

www. kentwildiifetrust org. uk
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Managing your Churchyard

for Wildlife wildlife

Trust

. b
L

ﬁ!f *,i_glge print version available by calling®1622 662012.
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